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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
1/9/2006 has been entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-2, 5-15, 17-22 and 35-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Johnson (US-6,456,234). 

Regarding claim 1, Johnson teaches a system and method for proactive content 
delivery by situation location that includes a database server that receives and stores 



information on entities within a predetermined area (Col. 15 line 16 through Col. 16 line 
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44), a data transmission server at a prescribed location that communicates with a 
customer's mobile terminal and automatically radio-transmits the information on the 
entities to the customer's mobile terminal when the customer enters into the 
predetermined area (Col. 7 line 39 through Col. 8 line 65), an operation server that 
controls the database server and the data transmission server and data transmission 
device (Fig. 10A-10C), a sudden information device, installed within the predetermined 
area, that radio-transmits sudden event information to the customer's mobile terminal 
when a sudden event is generated by one of the entities while the customer remains 
within a range where reception by the mobile terminal is possible, wherein the sudden 
event information is transmitted at different times than the information on the entities. 
(Col. 2 lines 10-67 and Col. 8 lines 45-65) 

Regarding claim 2, Johnson teaches a radio data transmitter/receiver is installed 
in the data transmission server and the customer's mobile terminal, respectively for a 
mutual radio data transmission/reception. (Col. 6 line 55 through Col. 7 line 53) 

Claim 3 was canceled previously. 

Regarding claim 5, Johnson teaches a radio data transmitter/receiver is installed 
in the sudden information data transmission device to support the radio transmission. 
(Fig. 1 [110] and Col. 7 lines 25-27) 

Regarding claim 6, Johnson teaches the prescribed location is within the 
predetermined area. (Col. 8 lines 29-65) 

Regarding claim 7, Johnson teaches the predetermined area is a building. (Col. 
8 lines 45-65) 
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Regarding claim 8, Johnson teaches the predetermined area is a building and 
the vicinity of the building. (Col. 8 lines 45-65) 

Regarding claim 9, Johnson teaches the data transmission server communicates 
directly with the customer's mobile terminal. (Col. 7 lines 2-41) 

Regarding claim 10, Johnson teaches the data transmission server 
communicates indirectly with the customer's mobile terminal. (Col. 7 line 54 through 
Col. 8 line 13) 

Regarding claim 11, Johnson teaches the data transmission server 
communicates with the customer's mobile terminal through a third-party wireless 
communication gateway. (Col. 7 line 2 through Col. 8 line 13) 

Regarding claim 12, Johnson teaches a method of operating an information 
service system comprising determining whether a potential customer enters a 
prescribed area (Col. 8 lines 29-65), obtaining general information about a product of a 
vendor from a database server (Col. 8 lines 60-63), automatically transmitting the 
general information between a data transmission server and a customer's mobile 
terminal when the potential customer enters the prescribed area (Col. 8 lines 29-65), 
receiving sudden event information from a network of a specified vendor, if a sudden 
event is generated by the specified vendor and registering the received event 
information in the database server and radio transmitting the sudden event information 
to the customer's mobile terminal, located within a range where reception by the mobile 
terminal is possible, by controlling a respective sudden information data transmission 
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section, wherein the sudden event information is transmitted at different times than the 
general information. (Col. 8 lines 29-65, Fig. 11 and Fig. 12A) 

Regarding claim 13, Johnson teaches the data transmission server transmits the 
general information to the mobile terminal by a wired or a radio medium. (Col. 2 lines 
40-64) 

Regarding claim 14, Johnson teaches receiving customer information, regarding 
the mobile terminal, with the data transmission server while transmitting the general 
information to the mobile terminal. (Col. 15 line 16 through Col. 16 line 44) 

Regarding claim 15, Johnson teaches the customer information comprises at 
least one of a phone number of the mobile terminal and an Internet Protocol used by the 
mobile device. (Col. 15 lines 16-22) 

Claim 16 was canceled previously. 

Regarding claim 17, Johnson teaches the prescribed area is a building. (Col. 8 
lines 45-65) 

Regarding claim 18, Johnson teaches the predetermined area is a building and 
the vicinity of the building. (Col. 8 lines 45-65) 

Regarding claim 19, Johnson teaches the data transmission server 
communicates directly with the customer's mobile terminal. (Col. 7 lines 2-41) 

Regarding claim 20, Johnson teaches the data transmission server 
communicates indirectly with the customer's mobile terminal. (Col. 7 line 54 through 
Col. 8 line 13) 
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Regarding claim 21, Johnson teaches the data transmission server 
communicates with the customer's mobile terminal through a third-party wireless 
communication gateway. (Col. 7 line 2 through Col. 8 line 13) 

Regarding claim 22, Johnson teaches a method of operating an information 
service system comprising confirming entry of a customer into a building (Col. 8 lines 
45-65), automatically obtaining information from a mobile terminal of the customer 
regarding the mobile terminal when the customer enters the building and registering the 
obtained information in a database server (Col. 15 line 16 through Col. 16 line 44), 
awaiting a sudden event from a vendor in the building (Col. 2 line 10 through Col. 3 line 
50), obtaining sudden event information and transmitting the obtained sudden event 
information to the customer's mobile terminal, in the building, when the sudden event 
arrives from the vendor, wherein the sudden event information is radio-transmitted to 
the customer's mobile terminal, located within a range where reception by the mobile 
terminal is possible, by controlling a respective sudden information data transmission 
section installed within the building, and wherein the sudden event information is 
transmitted to indicate a sudden sale occurring in the building. (Col. 8 lines 29-65) 

Claim 23 was canceled previously. 

Regarding claim 35, Johnson teaches the sudden event information includes 
short-term discount selling or issuance of discount tickets. (Col. 3 lines 3-1 8) 

Regarding claim 36, Johnson teaches the sudden event information includes 
short-term discount selling or issuance of discount tickets. (Col. 3 lines 3-1 8) 
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Regarding claim 37, Johnson teaches the sudden event information includes 
short-term discount selling or issuance of discount tickets. (Col. 3 lines 3-18) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Johnson 
in view of Hoffberg (US-6,252,544). 

Regarding claim 4, Johnson teaches an information service system as claimed in 
claim 1, but differs from the claimed invention by not mentioning the communications 
are all short-distance. However, Hoffberg teaches a mobile communication device with 
a location sensing system that communicates using short-range communications. (Col. 
20 line 35 through Col. 21 line 8) At the time the invention was made, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the short-range 
communications of Hoffberg into the information service system of Johnson. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this since having a short- 
distance communication format allows for smaller information service systems to be set 
up independently at business locations. 
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6. Claims 24, 26-28, 30, 31, 33 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Johnson in view of Rachabathuni et al. (US-6,628,938 
hereafter, Rachabathuni). 

Regarding claim 24, Johnson teaches a method of operating an information 
system comprising updating a database server with location information (Col. 15 line 16 
through Col. 16 line 44), but differs from the claimed invention by not judging when a 
customer enters or leaves a building and updating or deleting stored user information 
depending upon the entrance or exit of a user from a location. However, Rachabathuni 
teaches a wireless system that utilizes short-range communication and user location 
awareness. (Col. 6 line 58 through Col. 7 line 43) Rachabathuni teaches the wireless 
system is configured to be able to update location data when arriving at a particular 
location (Col. 7 lines 8-29), gather user profile information (Col. 1 lines 19-34) and 
delete user information when required by the system. (Col. 6 lines 64-66) At the time 
the invention was made, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
incorporate the user profile information of Rachabathuni into the communication system 
of Johnson. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this since 
using user profile information along with location information enables services to be 
relevant to a user's current location and taste. (Col. 1 line 50 through Col. 2 line 11) 

Claim 25 was canceled previously. 

Regarding claim 26, Johnson in view of Rachabathuni teaches a judgement of 
whether the customer enters or leaves a location is based on information regarding a 
mobile terminal of the customer received from the mobile communication network that 
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can identify a location of the mobile terminal. (Rachabathuni Col. 6 line 58 through Col. 
7 line 43) 

Regarding claim 27, Johnson in view of Rachabathuni teaches temporarily 
registering the information regarding the mobile terminal in the database server, if the 
information received form the mobile communication networks indicates that the 
corresponding mobile terminal has come into the building and deleting the information 
regarding the mobile terminal temporarily stored in the database server if the 
information received from the mobile communication network indicates that the 
corresponding mobile terminal has left the building. (Rachabathuni Col. 6 line 58 
through Col. 7 line 43) 

Regarding claim 28, Johnson in view of Rachabathuni teaches a location server 
that determines whether a subscriber terminal has entered or left a predetermined area 
(Rachabathuni Col. 6 line 58 through Col. 7 line 43), a database server that stores 
information (Johnson Col. 15 line 16 through Col. 16 line 44), a data transmission server 
that automatically communicates the stored information to the subscriber terminal when 
the subscriber terminal is determined to enter the predetermined area (Johnson Col. 7 
line 39 through Col. 8 line 65), a data transmission server communicates with the 
subscriber terminal when the subscriber terminal comes within communication range of 
the data transmission server (Johnson Col. 7 line 39 through Col. 8 line 65 and Fig. 
10A-10C), the location server registers identification information received from the 
subscriber terminal in the database server, if the subscriber terminal is not currently 
registered (Rachabathuni Col. 3 lines 5-11), the location server determines that the 
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subscriber terminal has entered the predetermined area, if the subscriber terminal is not 
currently registered when the location server receives the identification information and 
the location server determines that the subscriber terminal has left the predetermined 
area, if the subscriber terminal is currently registered when the location server receives 
the identification information. (Rachabathuni Col. 6 line 58 through Col. 7 line 43) 
Claim 29 was canceled previously. 

Regarding claim 30, Johnson in view of Rachabathuni teaches a location server 
receives identification information of the subscriber terminal from a network server, if the 
network server detects that the subscriber terminal is located near the predetermined 
area for a predetermined period of time (Rachabathuni Col. 8 lines 9-29), the location 
server receives subsequent identification information of the subscriber terminal from the 
network server, if the network server detects that the subscriber terminal has left the 
predetermined area after being located within the predetermined area for the 
predetermined period of time and the location server determines whether the subscriber 
terminal has entered or left the predetermined area based on the identification 
information and the subsequent identification information. (Rachabathuni Col. 6 line 58 
through Col. 8 line 29) 

Regarding claim 31, Johnson in view of Rachabathuni teaches an information 
service method comprising determining whether a subscriber terminal has entered or 
left a predetermined area (Rachabathuni Col. 6 line 58 through Col. 8 line 29), storing 
information in a database server (Johnson Col. 15 line 16 through Col. 16 line 44), 
automatically communicating the stored information to the subscriber terminal when the 
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subscriber terminal is determined to enter the predetermined area (Johnson Col. 7 line 
39 through Col. 8 line 65), automatically communicating with the subscriber terminal 
when the subscriber terminal comes within communication range of a data transmission 
server (Johnson Col. 7 line 39 through Col. 8 line 65), automatically registering 
identification information received from the subscriber terminal in the database server, if 
the subscriber terminal is not currently registered (Rachabathuni Col. 3 lines 5-11), 
determining that the subscriber terminal has entered the predetermined area, if the 
subscriber terminal is not currently registered when the location server receives the 
identification information and determining that the subscriber terminal has left the 
predetermined area if the subscriber terminal is currently registered when the location 
server receives the identification information. (Rachabathuni Col. 6 line 58 through Col. 
8 line 29) 

Claim 32 was canceled previously. 

Regarding claim 33, Johnson in view of Rachabathuni teaches receiving 
identification information of the subscriber terminal from the network server, if the 
network server detects that the subscriber terminal is located near the predetermined 
area for a predetermined period of time, receiving subsequent identification information 
of the subscriber terminal from the network server (Johnson Col. 7 line 39 through Col. 
8 line 65), if the network server detects that the subscriber terminal has left the 
predetermined area after being located within the predetermined area for the 
predetermined period of time and determining whether the subscriber terminal has 
entered or left the predetermined area based on the identification information and the 



Application/Control Number: 10/012,459 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2643 

subsequent identification information. (Rachabathuni Col. 6 line 58 through Col. 8 line 
29) 

Regarding claim 34, Johnson in view of Rachabathuni teaches the information 
stored in the database is obtained from vendors within the predetermined area. 
(Johnson Col. 8 lines 29-65 and Rachabathuni Col. 7 lines 38-43) 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-37 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew C. Sams whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8099. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on (571)272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



MCS 
2/2/2006 
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